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The Shape of English: Scientific Writing from the Reader's Perspective

Prof. George D. Gopen
(Professor of the Practice of Rhetoric, Duke University)
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Expectations: Teaching Writing from the Reader's Perspective.
(New York: Pearson Longman Publishers, 2004.)
The Sense of Structure: Writing From a Reader’s Perspective.
(New York: Pearson Longman Publishers, 2004.)

SUMMARY

We have discovered something new and startling about the English language: A
reader takes the most important clues for how to make sense of a sentence not from
word choice but from structural location. That 1s, WHERE a word appears in a sentence
controls most of the USE to which it will be put. We understand these things intuitively
as readers. Professor Gopen will begin to make them conscious for us as writers.

In order to understand precisely what a writer intended to say in a given English
sentence, the reader must be able to perceive the correct answers to all five of the
following questions:

What is going on here?
Whose story is this?
How does this sentence connect backwards to the previous sentence?

How does this sentence lean forwards to the next sentence?
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What is the most important piece of information in this sentence?

Dr. Gopen will explain how readers of English know to look in specific places in the English
sentence to find the answers to these questions. Knowing the locations will give you a new power
and control over the English language.
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