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Dr. David Baltimore's most recognized achievement is his discovery 
of reverse transcriptase, an enzyme essential for the reproduction of 
retroviruses such as HIV. This pioneering work led him to receive the 
Nobel Prize for Physiology or Medicine at the age of 37. His 
subsequent scientific achievements are no less remarkable, which 
include the discoveries of the NF-κB transcription factor and the 
RAG-1 and RAG-2 genes, which are essential for the V(D)J 
recombination of the B and T cell antigen receptor genes. He was 
appointed the founding director of Whitehead Institute of MIT, and 
subsequently served as Presidents of The Rockefeller University and 
California Institute of Technology. Dr. Baltimore continues to be at the 
forefront of molecular biology and medicine, and is no doubt one of 
the most influential scientists of our time.
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